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FIRE WARNING

A PERMIT IS REQUIRED FROM THE FIRE WARDEN FOR ANY
OUTDOOR BURNING EXCEPT WHEN THERE IS SNOW ON THE
GROUND AT THE SCENE OF THE FIRE.

Burning can be done without a permit in any incinerator approved by your
Warden. Approval to be given for a steel drum burning barrel with % or %
inch wire mesh cover placed in the center of a cleared space at least 12 feet

in diameter.

During such time as the government forbids outdoor fires do not use your
incinerator.

For brush and forest fires burning out o f c ontrol or threatening b uildings
calt 911.

FOR TOWN FOREST FIRE WARDEN CALL:
Lynn D. Fielding - 375-2211
EMERGENCY (Police, Fire, Ambulance: 911)
911 is for emergencies only. For other calls please dial:
Police ............. 442-5421

Fire ..., 375-2323
Ambulance ..... 375-6589

PLEASE HELP US TO AVOID FIRES
REPORT ANY UNATTENDED FIRES
NO SMOKING DURING TOWN MEETING
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ELECTED TOWN OFFICERS

MODERATOR
Richard Dahm......ccvvieneiiiiiiiiiiioiiiicinrcisscrscrsrscrsssvenseses
TOWN CLERK
ANN WUeErSliN....cooiiiiiieiiiiiiieiisiiiiiinsicesesssscsssnsccrsennese
TREASURER
Valerie dePeyster...ccceireriiininiiicriioiiesescesiorierenesseencns
SELECTMEN
James Link,(resigned as of 3/2/04)..................
Charles Bentley, Jr.cccoiciiiriiiiariiniinicncicniananes
Roy Gattlin.......ccoevverieiiiiniiiininiieieiiiniiennanens
Kathy Wagner......ccoeveiiiinieiiiiniiiiiiiiisiceiacen
Richard Zoppel.....cccccoviiiiiniiiiiinenncivinnennanes
STATE OFFICER AND CONSTABLE
Richard Dahm....ccveiriinerreieninreiearreseneeresassccsnasscncnnne
DELINQUENT TAX COLLECTOR
ADNn WUerSlin...coviiiiiiiiiiienniiiisniiiiiicsisesssssasscsssonne
AUDITORS
Sonja Jaffee.....ccovuierieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiii e,
Claire Merrett....ccoieiiieiiiierciieicansiiassiessssssssssscnscsonsons
Phoebe Sheres...ceceeeercrieireiciierensenssssrcsccscsssssnesnsssssses
LISTERS
Jeanne Zoppel,CHAIR .....c.ccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniicnniiiecinaeas
Jane Gattlin.....cocoviiiiiiiiieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiitiiiiiiieniicionnes
JUIAN SHEreS..ecuieeiiieiriieniecrerenrensrestorosensrascossencons
TOWN AGENT
Jean Eisenhart.....cccceee...n. eceererecretensetnnerensesasrerennns
TOWN GRAND JUROR
Jean Eisenhart.....cccvciiiiiiiiiiinnioeiercorenennsessccssceresnne
CEMETERY COMM.
Sonja Jaffee....cocveirirciriricniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiciiinenn.
"ROY Gattlin....cuvuiiiriniiiiiiciciiaiiicieonieieeircaieracncnnass
Julie RODertSON...ccvvivetieiiirercsensiecienscsensrrsenssssosensse
JUSTICES OF PEACE
Richard Dahm.....cccceiveiciiorveraronscnerssasscssssessssescsnssas
Julie RODErtSON. . cccctceerrrernnroncraetcnnsreasssercsnssossscones -
Joyce Trachte.....ccieveeerniiriiiinceeicncionenneciinsenienia
Nancy TSChorn......ccciieiecrecnniecrcssiicrecessuorscrcrecsesaese
Ann Wuerslin....ccoeeieeerieiineieiceceriresisrcrescssosnnsnssnsrsens
SCHOOL MODERATOR
Richard Dahm......cccciiieviinsiiinenciscisstescesssscosscrnscasesses
SCHOOL DIRECTORS
Allan Tschorn(Chair)................ vevaone secerrans ceeresrenecnree
Cheri Weber....coiviieiiriieiniicncinnssicnsonssensa
Jeanne Zoppel......coieiiiririiiiiiiiiiietncnenecreniiisniniesanns
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APPOINTED OFFICERS

CONSERVATION COMMISSION

Jean Eisenhart, CHAIR........ccccciiieiieinicciiersionrenssannns 20006
Sonja Jaffee.....ccvvviieieniieniiiiiiiiiiieiciiiiciieienieecaes 2005
Phoebe Sheres...c.oeeeevieriiiiiiiiioieiiiiicisisicossessossassssone 2004
Karl Stuecklen....oeveiiiiiiiiiernneiierercornesssicssessasssascscasens 2005
3 1 g 0 LT | T 2006
d PLANNING COMMISSION/ZONING BOARD
Jean Eisenhart.....ccevvniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiiciiisiteniinsicenes 2006
Suzanne dePeyster.......ccoevnviiinieiiiniieriiiccierieinennnae. 2006
Y JUGIth TUAOF . eevveteurnninriineiieriiessersiesansserssssersessensnns 2005
Brad Kessler....ooioieeiiiiiiiiseieriereseiseresescssesesoscns 2004
Harry Rich..coviiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiciniiciiieiniiiennen. 2004
911 COORDINATOR
Julian Sheres..cccveeerreenerierietreriiseronsisastsosenssscssssassnnens 2006
ZONING ADMINISTRATOR
William JaKkubowsKi....ocovveeiiiieiiiiiinireniiciiisiiercenorncsions Hired
HEALTH/SEWAGE OFFICER
William JaKubOWSKi.c..ouiiiniiiiiiiniaiininseisiosisesssisiorsicsnsesrcesenna Hired
POUND KEEPER
Suzanne dePeyster......ccoeviniiiinienrieriecrrentretionsnrenconnns 2004
BCRC REPRESENTATIVES
JULAN ShereS..ciienerreiieerrereneerentrerrenssossssnvasossnnrecnronsss 2006
Suzanne dePeyster.........cccovvveviiininiiiiiineieiiiiiiieienicaee. 2006
INSPECTORS OF WOOD,LUMBER ET AL
Roy Gattlin.....ccovvveiininiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiicicincecieneciesenna 2004
William Haggerty.....ccivieiiiaiiiiiiiiiieneiiciiieterneiensnacesen 2004
GREEN-UP DAY COORDINATORS
Jean Eisenhart......ccooiiviiiiiiiiiiiiiiciiiiiiinsiciiercccssenconones 2004
Suzanne dePeyster......c.ocvvvinriereirinrieriesercncueieesorsanss 2004
FENCE VIEWER
Suzanne dePeyster........cccovveviriiireieiicirncnrirnieriiecacnien 2004
TREE WARDEN
Ed PiKe.uoerneeirneriersrimeisaiiiesirnsenascnsssassnsssonssonsonnsoses 2004
SIGN CONTROL
Y T3 111 PO U TSP 2004
TOWN SERVICE OFFICER
Julie Robertson......cccaveiiieiiranaisisisceiscnnananans 2004
: EMERGENCY FUEL COORDINATOR
Julie RODErtSOn...cccvviiinerrerienrioiotteetnsesenersennsscsenseccncnes 2004
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT OFFICER
“ Richard Dalm...ccceeeeeeererrererenenrenceeceseacncescarossnenns 2004
FIRE WARDEN
Lynn Fielding....coovviaviiiiiiiiiiiiieiiiiicininenneceninn 2006
JIM GUNI. e iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiirerirtetantctacstescasosvacorerssossonnssens 2003

LOTHAR WUERSLIN SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE
Jean Eisenhart, Donald Brown, Jeanne Zoppel, Karl Stuecklen and Ann Wuerslin
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ABSTRACT OF MINUTES
ANNUAL TOWN MEETING
March 4, 2003

ARTICLE 1. “To vote the following Town Officers: (by Australian Ballot).”
Town Moderator- | year- Richard Dahm - 58
Selectman - 3 years-James Link - 53
Selectman - 1 year, Charles Bentley, Jr. - 59
Selectman - | year, Richard Zoppel - 56
Town Constable - 1 year, Richard Dahm - 56
Delinquent Tax Collector - 1 year - Ann Wuerslin-56
Auditor, 3 years - Sonja Jaffee - 59
Lister - 3 years - Jane Gattlin - 60
Town Agent - 1 year-Jean Eisenhart - 59
Town Grand Juror - Jean Eisenhart — 59
Cemetery Commissioner, 3 years - Sonja Jaffee - 59
Treasurer - 3 years - Valerie DePeyster - 55

ARTICLE 2. “Shall the town adopt the 2003 revised Sandgate Subdivision

Regulations?
YES40 NO-14 SPOILED-9

ARTICLE 3. “To hear and act on the reports of the Town Officers. To see
if the town will accept the Town reports as printed for the
year ending June 30, 2002.”

No written Constable report was given to the Auditors, so
Mr. Dahm gave his report orally. Ms. Christiansen asked
about outside auditors auditing town books. Mr. Link said
he had the report in hand, and it cost the town $7,000.

Chairman Link told voters the dog ordinance had been
revised, and that all dogs must be either under the owner’s
control and responsive to verbal commands or leashed at all
times.

No Cemetery report was given to Auditors this year, so Julie
Robertson gave her report orally. She said that in the future
all burial and cremation lots will be designated the same
dimension and cost $150. While only one person can be
buried in a burial lot, four can go into a cremation lot.

Ms. Jaffee called the question and Article 3 passed without
oppeosition.

ARTICLEA4. “To vote the salaries to be paid Town Clerk, Treasurer,
Chairman of the Selectboard, Road Liaison and Constable.”
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ARTICLE 5.

ARTICLE 6.

ARTICLE 7.

ARTICLE 8

Ms. Christiansen asked about the increase in the Selectboard
Chair’s salary. Ms. Jaffee said there was more complexity to
all town jobs now. Ms. Wuerslin suggested the pay for the
Chair be looked at on a yearly basis instead of waiting until
the salary is out of line with the work done.

Ms. Jaffee called the question. Article 4 passed unanimously.

“Shall current property taxes be paid to the Assistant
Treasurer on or before October 1, 2003?”

Mr. Link moved the question. Ms. Robertson seconded.
Article 5 passed unanimously.

“Shall line item balances, specifically for the following
accounts: Record Restoration, Legal and Professional,
Highway Fund Materials and Hauling (both summer and
winter), Pavement Maintenance and Bridge/Culvert
Program be carried over in the individual accounts into
this following year?”

After some discussion Ms. Eisenhart called the question
and Article 6 passed without opposition.

“Shall the Town authorize the Treasurer, with the
approval of the Selectmen, to borrow such sum or sums of
money to meet its necessary expenditures prior to the
collection of taxes?”

Ms. Christiansen moved the question with second by Mr.
Gunn. Article 7 passed without opposition.

“Shall the Town approve the following petitioned article:
‘Be it resolved that the citizens of the Town of Sandgate
urgently call upon our municipal leaders, state legislatures,
governor, and Congressional delegation to put Vermont in
the forefront of a sustainable energy future. Specifically,
we request immediate and ongoing action on legislative
initiatives designed to promote energy effeciciency in
Vermont homes, businesses, public buildings, and
transportation systems, and to encourage expansion of the
renewable energy industry in the state of Vermont.”?”

Ms. Merritt spoke to the petition, saying she was
responsible for it being on the ballot. A discussion ensued
re wind power. Mr. Link called the question, with second
by Ms. Eisenhart. Article 8 passed without opposition.
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ARTICLE 9.

ARTICLE 10.

ARTICLE 11.

“Shall the Town appropriate $500 for the 6 Bank Street
Shelter for Families in Transition?”

Ms. Skidmore, Director of the Bank Street Shelter,
addressed voters. Mr. Christiansen moved the question,
with second by Ms. Sheres. Article 9 passed.

“Shall the Town appropriate $85,714 to defray the general
expenses of the Town; and if so voted, authorize the
Selectmen to set the tax rate based on the final Grand
List?”

Ms. Eisenhart asked why there was no amount in the
budget for the Lothar Wueslin Scholarship Fund. After
general discussion, Mr. Zoppel made a motion to amend
the budget and reinstate the $350 usually voted by the
town into the account. Mr. Christiansen seconded the
motion, which passed.

Ms. Christiansen questioned having $1,000 in the mileage
account. She moved to amend the account from $1,000 to
$500. Mr. Christiansen seconded the motion, which
passed.

Mr. Link made the motion to amend the County Tax from
$3,700 to actual figure of $3,607. Ms. Christiansen
seconded the motion, which passed.

Mr. Link made a motion to amend the amount for Fire
Protection from $10,637 to t he a ctual figure of $10,994.
Ms. Christiansen seconded the motion, which passed.

After general discussion about surplus money to lower
taxes, Mr. Christiansen called the amended article, with
second by Ms. Eisenhart. There is an increase of $1,207 in
costs and a decrease of $593. So the budget is increased by
$614 to $86,328 from the original proposal. Amended
Article 10 passed unanimously.

“Shall the Town appropriate $194,071 to defray the
Highway Expenses of the Town; and if so voted, authorize
the Selectmen to set the tax rate based on the final Grand
List?”

Ms. Christiansen moved the article, with second by Mr.
‘Christiansen. Article 11 passed without opposition.
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ARTICLE 12.

ARTICLE 13.

ARTICLE 14.

ARTICLE 16.

Sandgate Town Report

“Shall the Town re-appropriate $20,000 of surplus funds
to be used for the School House Renovation Project?”

Ms. Wagner said the money is needed to begin work on
the foundation of the School House. Mr. Link moved the
question, with second by Ms. Chirstiansen. Article 12
passed without opposition.

“Shall the Town stipulate that the Lothar Wuerslin
Scholarship Fund award scholarships only to high school
and college students to further their education in the
arts?”

After much discussion a bout restricting t he s cholarship,
Ms. FEisenhart described the appointment of the
Scholarship Committee, saying she wondered why the
Selectmen were not willing to let the board do its work
without interference. Mr. Zoppel and Ms. Wagner, both
Selectmen, said they saw the situation differently now and
were reversing themselves on the issue. Mr. Christiansen
moved the question, with second by Ms. Rich. FOR-6;
AGAINST-24.

“To transact any other business proper to be brought
before said meeting.”

Mr. Christiansen brought up the issue of surplus money,
but the issue did not go anywhere.

“Adjourn.”

As there was no further business. Ms. DePeyster made the
motion to adjourn the meeting. Ms. Trachte seconded the
motion. Motion passed. Meeting adjourned at 2:15 p.m.

Ann Waerslin, Town Clerk
i Richard Dahm, Moderator
James Link, Selectboard Chair

Dated at Sandgate, VT, this 5™ day of March, 2003.




ABSTRACT SANDGATE SCHOOL MEETING

March 4, 2003

The annual Sandgate Town Meeting was held on Tuesday,
March 4™, 2003, at the Sandgate Town Hall. Moderator Richard
Dahm opened the meeting at 10:00 A.M., announcing the polls would
be open for voting from 10:00 A.M. until 7:00 P.M. to vote by
Australian ballot on Article 1 of the Town Warning, for Town Officers,
and on Article 8 of the School Warning, for School District Officers.
Forty voters were in attendance. The Moderator announced that the
School meeting would be first on the agenda this year.

ARTICLE 8.

ARTICLE 1.

“To elect town School District Officers for the ensuing
year by Australian Ballot.”

School Moderator — Richard Dahm — 58
School Director — Cheri Weber — 54

“To hear and act on the report of the School District
officers.”

Ms. Jones addressed changes in the budget this year.
She noted there are fewer students. With fewer
students |l ess money is kept in the district. She said
that the cost for special education is down by $19,562.
$25,000 of surplus funds are being applied to the
budget this year, thus lowering taxes. However, even
with fewer students and applying surplus funds to the
budget, the rate for the school portion of the total
town budget will increase.

Ms. Christiansen asked what the state uses to decide
the amount of local share taxes. Ms. Zoppel spoke to
the issue of sales in town. One of two sales out of line
with appraised values in the town affect the Common
Level of Appraisal, which then affects the Coefficient
of Dispersion. All towns are supposed to be appraised
at 100% of value, but fluctuate above and below that
percentage. Sandgate is now at a Coefficient of
dispersion of 12.97%. The percentage is the difference
between the listed value of a property and the amount
a willing buyer will pay for the property. Because the
Common Level of Appraisal is now at 93.8%, the town
will be paying more money to the State for Act 60.
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Asked “why have a surplus account,” Ms. Jones said
that one Special Ed student moving to town could wipe
out the current balance of $75,000. Mr. Tschorn also
discussed the reason for maintaining the fund.

Mr. Christiansen moved the question with second by
Ms. Jaffee. The report of the Sandgate School District
passed unanimously.

v ARTICLE 2. “ToseeiftheSandgate School District will vote t he
sum of $6,000 into the existing reserve fund for
replacement of the school bus when necessary.

Ms. Christiansen asked how many more years the
Board expected the school bus to last. Mr. Tschorn
said four years. Mr. Christiansen asked why the town
doesn’t just put $3,000 into the fund each year instead
of $6,000. Mr. Tschorn said that the town needs to
save enough to totally cover the cost of a new bus by
thetimeoneisneeded,and the fundisstill $10,000
short of that figure.

Ms. Christiansen moved the question, which passed
unanimously.

ARTICLE 3.  “To see if the Sandgate School District will vote to
place any unanticipated surplus from the 2002-2003
fiscal year into the existing Reserve Fund for tuition
and special education purposes.”

Mr. Christiansen moved the question, which passed.

ARTICLE4. “To vote the sum of $529,557 necessary for the
support of the School District for the fiscal year July 1,
2003, through June 30, 2004.”

Mr. Christiansen moved the question, which passed
without opposition,

ARTICLES.  “To authorize the School Board to borrow money by
issue of notes not in excess of anticipated revenue for
the school year.”

The question was moved by Ms. Rathbun-Gunn and
passed unanimously.
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ARTICLE 6.

“Shall the voters of the Sandgate School District vote
to establish the Southwest Vermont Regional
Technical School District as described in the
Governance Planning Committee Report dated and
approved by the State Board of Education on October
16,2002?”

Ms. Rathbun-Gunn said the Career Development
Center wants to be a separate school. M r. T schorn
added that this would streamline the administrative
system. Ms. Christiansen wanted to know if they
would have their own budget, and was told they
would. Ms. Jones said that the town could have to pay
towards the center’s upkeep even if it had no students
in the programs. Ms. Rathbun-Gunn moved the
question, with second by Mr. Tschorn. Article 6
passed without opposition.

As there was no further business, Mr. Christiansen
made the motion to adjourn the Annual Town School
District Meeting for 2003. Second was made by Ms.
Christiansen. Motion passed. Meeting adjourned by
11:10 A.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Ann B. Wuerslin, Town Clerk
Richard Dahm, Moderator
Alan Tschorn, School Director

March §, 2003
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SPECIAL TOWN MEETING
MAY 15™ 2003
SANDGATE VERMONT

The meeting was called to order by Richard Dahm, Town
Moderator, at 7 p.m. Thirty-four people were in attendance. He informed
voters the articles could be discussed from the floor.

ARTICLE 1. “Shall the Town vote to change the business portion of the
Annual Town Meeting from the first Tuesday in March to
the preceding Monday at 7:00 P. M.?”

Ms. LaCross described the reason she had originated the
petition. She said that people who worked could no longer
participate in Town Meeting during the day.

Mr. Wuerslin asked i f the S chool portion of town m eeting
would also be held on Monday night?

Mr. Dahm told voters that the annual Town meeting was
different from the school meeting. Ms. Christiansen agreed,
saying they are two separate meetings. She said changing the
meeting date had been tried before but had not worked.
However, she thought it should be tried again to see if more
people would participate. She did believe that if both Town
and School meetings were held on a Monday night the
meeting might be very long.

As the article is presented, voting on officers by Australian
ballot, and the School meeting will still be held on the first
Tuesday in March. After some discussion, Mr. Christiansen
moved the question, seconded by Ms. Jaffee. Article 1 passed
unanimously.

ARTICLE 2. “Shall the Town vote to transfer remaining FEMA funds of
$27,000 from the Highway Budget surplus to the Bridge and
Culvert Fund?”

Susan dePeyster moved the question with second by Ms.
Christiansen. Mr. Link said a mistake had been made in the
amount of the FEMA surplus. He made a motion to amend
the article to read “...FEMA funds of $9,100...”

Ms. Jaffee seconded the motion, saying that since the money
was given for road repairs it made sense to apply FEMA
funds where they were intended.
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Mr. Christiansen called the amendment with second by
Jeanne Zopple. The amendment passed unanimously.

Valerie dePeyster called the amended article with second by
Mark Christiansen. The amended article passed
unanimously.

ARTICLE 3. “Shall the Town vote to transfer $62,763 from the nghway

12

surplus to the Equipment Fund?”

Ms. Christiansen moved the article with second by Ms.
Sheres.

Mr. Wuerslin wanted to know if putting only $20,000 into
the Equipment fund was enough to meet the town’s needs?
He suggested it might be a good thing to put more money
into the fund.

Ms. Christiansen wanted to know how much money is
currently in the Equipment fund? Cindy Pike, the Assistant
Treasurer, told voters that the fund would total $59,000.

Mr. Link, Chairman of the Selectboard, said a town truck is
currently on order.

Mr. Fierravanti wanted to know why buying a truck was
being discussed at this time? Why hadn’t the Board included
it in the March budget?

Mr. Link said the Board had thought to keep the truck
another year, but decided it would be wise to go for a new
one now.

Mr. Dahm wanted to know if the Board was allocating all of
the surplus.

Mr. Link said no.

Ms. Pike said the outside auditors found a surplus of
$296,000, and recommended the Board filter the surplus
down over 2-3 years.

Mr. Wuerslin explained that instead of giving one huge

reduction in taxes for one year, the Board planned to give
the money back in stages, over a number of years.
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Ms. Christiansen moved the question with second by Mr.
Wuerslin. Article passed.

ARTICLE 4. “Shall the town vote to transfer $62,763 from the Highway
surplus to a Tax Stabilization/Emergency Fund?”

Ms. Christiansen moved the question with second by Valerie
dePeyster.

Mr. Link explained that the fund was suggested by the
Auditors to stabilize the tax rate each year.

Ms. Christiansen noted that by Vermont Statute, the funds
should be restricted to be used as designated.

Mr. Link made a motion to amend Article 4 to
read....”transfer $80,663 from the Highway surplus to the
Tax Stabilization/Emergency Fund”. He said the money cut
out of Article 2 is to be added to Article 4.

Ms. Christiansen explained that surpluses build up from
interest earned on money in the bank, plus for a number of
years delinquent taxes stood at about $60,000 which had
been collected.

Ms. Wuerslin told voters that the Selectmen can look at
balances left at the end of the fiscal year, and adjust accounts
with balances, lowering amounts projected when they did the
new budget for the upcoming year.

Ms. Christiansen moved the amendment, with second by Ms.
Jaffee

Motion to amend the article passed with 3 nays.

Ms. Christiansen moved the article with second by Ms. Gun.
Article 4 passed with 2 nays.

ARTICLE 5. “Shall the Town vote to reduce taxes by using $42,212 from
the General Fund Surplus?”

Ms. Christiansen moved the question with second by Mr.
Christiansen.

Mr. Gillette made a motion to combine monies in Article 5
and 6. Second was by Ms. Gunn. The amendment would
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read.....reduce taxes by using $90,634 from the General
Fund Surplus....”

Mr. Zoppel said he believed the balance of the General Fund
in Article 5should be putinto the Stabilization fund. The
$42,212 would keep the tax rate level this year.

After general discussion, Valerie dePeyster moved the
amendment with second by Fierravanti. Amendment
defeated 15 against, 11 for the amendment.

Ms. Zopple moved the Article as wntten, with second by Mr.
Christiansen. Article passed.

ARTICLE 6. “Shall the Town vote to transfer $48,422 from the General

Fund surplus to a Tax Stabilization/Emergency Fund?”
Ms. Zoppel moved the question with second by Ms. Sheres.

Mr. Wuerslin wanted to know if there was any surplus left,
or had we accounted for all of it?

Mr. Link said there was money left. Ms. Christiansen said
that that money was needed to run the town for the three
month of budget time before taxes came into the town.

Ms. Zoppel wanted to know if the people could vote money
out of the fund as some future date.

Mr. Link said they could. Mr. Zoppel said that the auditor
had suggested the town carry some surplus at all times.

Mr. Christiansen called the question with second by Ms.
Zoppel. Article 6 passed unanimously.

ARTICLE 7. “To transact any other business proper to be brought before

14

said meeting.”

Ms. Zoppel said people could vote on the school meeting in
the fall; the subject was moot at this time.

Mr. Gillette made a motion to have the town engage in an

annual audit of its books. Mr. Fierravanti seconded the
motion.
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Ms. Jaffee called the motion which reads, “Shall we the body
instruct the Selectmen to investigate having an annual
audit?” Ms. Sheres seconded the motion. Motion passed.

ARTICLE 8. “Adjourn.”

As there was no further business, Mr. Christiansen made the
motion to adjourn the meeting with second by Mr. Markey.
Motion passed. Meeting adjourned at 8:40 P.M.

Ann B. Wuerslin, Town Clerk

Richard Dahm, Moderator
James Link, Chair Selectboard
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TOWN OF SANDGATE
2003-2004 COMPENSATION SCHEDULE

Position Compensation Rate
AUCIOTS ..ovcviiiciccveeeeect et er e e et et $7.00/hour
Board of Civil Authority . .........cocoeerrvnenneneneecennenn $7.00/hour
Chair of Selectboard ..........cceoeevieiiiiiccececein, $2,400 voted
COonStADIE .....cevevreireieiceeeeetet et e $800 voted
Health Officer........c.ooooiiiiiiiiiie e eee $600 voted
LASEETS .ouvveeeiieecrereenerieresserecsereresneste e se e sreasenenns $7.00/hour
Minute TAKET .....c.coievereeieiiicieieee e stiieecenesreeearees $7.00/hour
Road Foreman and Worker.................ociiviennnnn. $71,040/yr voted
Road LIGISON ..occvivieiiiii e $600 voted
School Bus Driver Salary ..........cccocvvivvivciiniiniiinn, $12,975 voted
School Bus Driver Substitute Salary ..........cocveveveenen. $345 voted
SChOOl DIreCtOrS ....coveeeeeeiecieeieieereeseerseeeereseeein s $2,300/yr voted
Selectmen (set by auditors) . .......ccoceeveeienrnicnneennennnen $12.00/meeting
TOWN CLErK ..vvvivirieeeeieeceeeneccreeeiee e e rr e $6,695 voted
TOWN TTCASUTET ....ovvereeeeeeerieeeeeeeeieteee e eteeeeeeire e e $8,131 voted
Zoning Administrator...........c.ceeenieiieininniniienn.. $1,000 voted
Additional Laborers (Highway) ............ As contracted with Selectboard
Additional Machine Workers ................ As contracted with Selectboard
Mileage for Town Business ................. $.345 per mile

I hereby certify the Sandgate Selectboard approved the above compensation
schedule during their meeting of March 197, 2003.

Ann B. Wuerslin
Town Clerk
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TOWN CLERK’S COMMENTS 2003
Ann B. Wuerslin

SPECIAL NOTICE: At the special town meeting held May 15%,
2003 it was voted to hold the business portion of the annual town meeting
on Monday, March 1*, 2004 at 7 p.m. Voting on officers by Australian
ballot and the School Meeting will still be held on Tuesday, March 2™,
beginning at 10 a.m. Polls will be open on the 2" from 10 a.m. until 7 p.m.

This year we will be voting in the Preferential Presidential Primary
at our March Town Meeting. We will also have the Primary Election in
September and the General Election in November.

In 2003, using money voted for this purpose, we sent out two
volumes of land records to be restored. We ask that any balance in the
account for restorative projects be carried over this upcoming year, instead
of being automatically dumped into the general fund.

We were saddened to hear of the deaths of Edward Mitchell, Adair
Brown, and Dominick Cerretani this past year. However, with joy we
welcomed a new member to our community: Ronan Cray Wuerslin, son of
Kitt Hazelton and Hasso Wuerslin..

Please remember to license your d ogs prior to April 1* to avoid
paying a penalty. Be sure their rabies shots are up-to-date. Please note that
owners of any dogs picked up for running will be subject to a $35 fine. Also
according to State law, (20.3550) any person failing to license their dog or
wolf hybrid will be subject to a fine of up to $500.

20 new voters were added to the checklist this year. See the special
report for the names of new full-time residents, and welcome them. As of
12/23/2003 we had 238 voters on the checklist. However, we saw many of
our old friends leave town.

It has been g ood working with you this year, and if there is any
way [ can be of service to you, please don’t hesitate to call me either at the
office: 375-9075 or at home: 375-2298, and I will do what I can to
accommodate you needs..

Ann B. Wuerslin, Sandgate Town Clerk

Sandgate Town Report 17




18

2003 CHANGES TO THE VOTER CHECKLIST

Voters removed

Voters put on

Adams, John
Brown, Adair
Buccolo, Jennifer
Buccolo, Roger
Cerretani, Dominick
Dahm, Rena
Derosier, Norman
Downey, Jennifer
Downey, Timothy
Gambell, Gene
Gillette, Barbara
Gillette, Ralph
Leavey, Norma
O’Brian, Danford
O’Brian, Deborah
Rich, Lucille

Rich Walter

Ross, Dale

Alford, Debra
Barrieau, Roberta
Berg, Jessica
Bourgeois, Cinthia
Bourgeois, Thomas
Brown, William
Carrano, Laurie °
Carrano, Terri
Chizick, Jarett
Fitzgerald, David
Jones, Julee
Marcisz, Daija
Mayer, Patricia
Mayer, Jr. William
Michaels, Julia
Michaels, Thomas
Monahan, Mary
Monahan, Philip
Price, Anne
Roderick, Marlene
Ruocco, Jesse
Stroope, Amy
Wagner, Rosemary
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ANIMAL LICENSES
Ann Wuerslin, Town Clerk

Dogs registered January 1 — December 31, 2003:

Unspayed/unneutered animals 13 @ $10.00 $130.00
Spayed/ Neutered animal 3I5@6.00  evrereneienne 210.00
Spayed/neutered 5@ S5.00 e 25.00
Late 28@ 8.00 s 224.00
Late 6@ 14.00 e 84.00
Kennel 1@ 60.00 .....coerernnene 60.00
Total received from dog licenses $733.00
Less Town Clerk’s fees: 93 licenses $2 each 182.00
Gross revenue to Town $551.00
Less $1 fee per dog forwarded to State 91.00
Net revenue for Town $460.00

SCHEDULE OF ANIMAL LICENSE FEES: Act 213, effective April
|, 1995, changed licensing fees and requirements. All dogs and
wolf-hybrids must now be registered with the town annualily,
along w ith p roof o f c urrent r abies i noculation. I n a ddition, a Il
cats and ferrets must be inoculated for rabies every two years.
Towns have the optionto license catsand ferretsaswellas
dogs. The following reflects changes in licensing fees for all
animal licenses issued during 1998.

REGISTERED
Before April 1* After April 1*
Neutered/spayed dogs or
Wolf-hybrids $6.00 $10.00
Unaltered dogs/Wolf-hybrids $8.00 $14.00

NOTE: Sandgate amended its animal control ordinance in 2003. Copies
are available at the Town Clerk’s office. Owners of dogs running at
large are subject to a $35 fine. State law says, “A person who fails to
license a dog or wolf hybrid in the required manner shall be fined up to
$500. (20.3550)

With the increase in rabies incidents each year, it is important
to get rabies shots and license your domestic animals. $1.00 of each
license fee collected is forwarded to the state treasurer to offset costs of
Vermont’s rabies control program. Plus the town of Sandgate collects a
fee of $1.00 to help offset animal control costs to the town. Sandgate’s
Animal Control officer is Suzanne dePeyster. The Rabies Control
Program Hotline Number is 1-800-4-Rabies.
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SELECTBOARD’S COMMENTS

The Board adopted a new Dog Ordinance last spring. A major
provision in the ordinance is that dogs are not allowed to run at large
anymore. They must be under the verbal command of the owner or
restrained. Owners of unlicensed dogs will be fined $35 for the first
offense, and will be processed through the Vermont Judicial Bureau. We
suggest that dog owners pick up a copy of the ordinance at the Town Hall.

We were able to keep the tax rate the same as last year’s only by
applying $42,212 of surplus funds voted last May, and using another
$36,478 from the Tax Stabilization Fund established last May. The reason
for using the large amount of surplus funds is that our friends in Montpelier
assess us unfairly. Being a “Gold Town” we will soon be reduced to gold
dust. The tax rate must increase this year, or the Tax S tabilization Fund
will be quickly depleted. Please remember when you receive your tax bill
this su mmer that you most likely paid the same a mount for the past two
years, and this year the rate will change.

Thanks to Ed Pike, our Road Foreman, we received $63,363.42 in
extra State Grant money for our roads. Another $50,000+ is expected soon
from FEMA for a mitigation grant. We are very fortunate to have Ed and
Charlie tending to our roads and equipment.

Special recognition is made to Select Board member Kathy
Wagner for her endless hours of research and the application for restoration
grants to save the long neglected school house. She also spent many hours
physically working on the project.

The Town has taken legal action for restitution related to the repair
of a series of post and cables used as guard rails which were damaged in
November, 2002.

Please be advised that there are four Selectman positions which
need to be filled at the March Town Meeting.

On a somber note, we mourn the passing of long-time resident,

Adair Brown who served many years as our Health Officer and Chairman
of the Board of Selectmen.
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AUDITORS’ REPORT
Town of Sandgate: General Fund and Highway/Other Funds
Sonja Jaffee, Claire Merritt, Phoebe Sheres

We have audited the books and records of the Town for the fiscal
year. To the best of our knowledge, the Consolidated Balance Sheet and
other financial statements represented in this Town Report fairly reflect the
financial position of the town of Sandgate.

In an effort to make the town report easier to read, we have
rounded figures to the whole dollar whenever possible.

Since 2002, Town Reports have no longer been evaluated due to
lack of funding.

We thank all the town officers who submitted their information for
this report in a timely manner. The Constable will report orally at Town
Meeting. Some of the reports from outside agencies have not been included
in the printing of this report, because they add greatly to printing costs.
They will be available in the Town Office.

We want to thank Karl Stuecklen for his excellent cover drawing

of Old Home Day festivities in Sandgate. His talent and generosity are
much appreciated.

INDEBTEDNESS
The Sandgate General Fund has no indebtedness.
The Sandgate School Fund has no indebtedness.

The Sandgate Highway Fund has no indebtedness.
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DELINQUENT TAX COLLECTION POLICY
TOWN OF SANDGATE, VERMONT

All delinquent taxes must be remitted to the Collector of Delinquent
Taxes. The Town Treasurer is not authorized to accept any payments
toward delinquent taxes.

As soon as the tax collection warrant has been received and each month
afterwards, until June 1% of the succeeding year, the Tax Delinquent
Tax Collector will send a notice to each delinquent taxpayer.

Payment arrangements which completely pay the bill before June 1* of
the year succeeding the current tax due date, will be required.

Mortgage holders and lien holder will be notified of the tax
delinquency 30 days after the first notice has been sent, if the
delinquent taxpayer has neither paid the taxes, nor contacted the
Collector of Delinquent Taxes. :

Partial payments will be applied first to the interest portion of the
amount due, and the remainder will be divided proportionately between
the principal amount of the tax and the 8 percent penalty.

There will be a $20 fee charged for any returned check or other faulty
payment of delinquent taxes.

If no satisfactory payment arrangements have been made in one month,
or if the arrangements a greed to have not been met, the Collector of
Delinquent Taxes will begin the following actions to sell as much of
the property on which the tax is due, as is necessary to pay the tax,
costs and fees.

a. The Collector of Delinquent Taxes will notify the taxpayer of the

tax sale decision, that full payment must be received prior to the
posted date of the impending tax sale, and that the costs of the tax
sale will be borne by the taxpayer;

b. The Collector of Delinquent Taxes will notify all mortgage holders

and lien holders of the imminent tax sale;

c. If full payment has not been received by the posted time and date of

the tax sale, the tax sale will be held according to the procedure
specified in 32 V.S.A. section 5252.
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d. Costs of preparing and conducting the sale, including legal fees up
to a maximum of 15% of the amount of the delinquent tax, will be
charged to the delinquent taxpayer.

8. In the event that no one purchases the property at tax sale, or if in the
judgment of the delinquent tax collector, proceeding with Tax Sale 1s
unwise, the Collector shall collect the delinquent taxes using any or all
of the methods permitted by law.

] 9. Each taxpayer has a right to apply for abatement of property taxes
based on any of the grounds listed in 24 V.S.A. Section 1535 which
may be viewed in the Town Clerk’s office.

Ann Wuerslin

Collector of Delinquent Taxes
3266 Sandgate Road
Sandgate, VT 05250

Tel: 802-375-9075

DELINQUENT TAX COLLECTOR’S REPORT
FOR 2003-4
Ann B. Wuerslin, Collector

Town taxes are due upon receipt of your yearly tax bill. The final
date for the treasurer to receive payment for 2004 AD taxes without 8%
penalty (collector’s fee) is October 1, 2004. A mailing date of October *
does not constitute payment of taxes in a timely fashion; and the 8%penalty
and 1% interest will be applied to all taxes which do not arrive at town hall
ON OR BEFORE October 1% of each year. 1% interest on the principal is
charged per month or portion of the month that the tax remains unpaid. This
is an interest rate of 12% per year. A copy of the policy for collection of
delinquent taxes is available from the town clerk’s office.
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STATEMENT OF DELINQUENT TAXES

YEAR Tax Interest Penalty Total
2002 and 2003

Barlow, Christopher  3581.90 143.28 286.55 4011.73
Barrieau, Michael 2422.84 96.92 193.83 2713.59
Brady, Nancy 1451.80 137.94 116.14 1705.88
Clement, Keith 2499.00 99.96 199.92 2798.88
Colehamer, Philip 2023.94 47.27 -- 2071.21
Croft, Betty 1520.82 60.84 121.67 1703.33
D’Eredita, Gertrud 856.82 34.28 68.55 959.65
Miller, John A 497.42 19.88 39.79 557.09
Rimany, William 1658.84 154.76 132.70 1946.30
Rogers, Theodore 652.12 26.08 52.17 730.37
Scanlon, Richard 2014.62 40.30 161.17 2216.09
Sherras, Brian 4650.52 186.04 372.04 5208.60
Stroffoleno Mary H 201.36 40.85 16.11 258.32
TOTALS 24,032.00 1,068.40 1,760.64  26,861.04

The above totals are as of 01/20/04

Ann Wauerslin, Delinquent Tax Collector
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STATEMENT OF TAXES RAISED
End of Quarter Two — Year 2003-04

Total Appraised Value of Town .............cocoovvieeccrirenn, $ 35,064,005
Grand List ...ccooooovriiiiii e, 350,640.05
Total Taxes Billed — Due Oct. 1,2003 .......ocoooiviiiviiiin . 834,523
Total for Collection ............coovvvveeeemeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeoe, 834,523
Accounted for as Follows:
Received in good time ...........ccoooecovvviieiirnn, 772,574
Delinquent Taxes to Collector ...............cc........... 61,949
Total Taxes accounted for .........coocvovenn.... $ 834,523

COMPARISON OF REVENUES TO ESTIMATES
Fiscal Year 2002-2003

Revenues budgeted ............ccccoecvvenrerennnnee.. $ 938,483
Revenues received .........cccccevveeeevvnveninnnnn. 1,010,636
Variance ........oeeveeeeeveeeecrveveennnn 72,163
Expenditures budgeted .............................. 938,483
Expenditures paid .......c..coccoeviiiinieneannnne 918,137
Variance .......cooceeevveeeeieeeeeeeeens 20,346

Excess of revenues over expenditures ........ 92,499
Bank balance 7/01/02 ...........cocovveveeeaenn. 380,755

General & Highway Funds

AllFunds ..ccoooiiiiiiiniicc e, $ 411,696
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SANDGATE LAND TRANSFERS
JANUARY 1, 2003-DECEMBER 31, 2003

Lelia Kauffman to Earl M. Tudor, Sr.
of Sandgate, VT.
Robert Rowlands to Colleen Heil
of Edgewater, N.J.
Walter Richard to G.W.C.Auto Inc.
of Manchester Ctr, VT,
Lucille Kurasinski to Kurasinski & Perra
of Sunderland, VT.
Wm and Sarah Haggerty to Wm Haggerty
of Sandgate VT ,
Koscinski & Peters to Wm Henry
of Easton, CT
Tim & Jennifer Downey to Thomas & Cinthia Bourgeois
of Manchester, VT.
Robert Royce to Brian & Katherine Sherras
Of Sandgate, Vt.
Lee & Dawn Atanasoff to David & Elizabeth Doyle
of Wappingers Falls, N.Y.
Jean, Christopher, and Gedeon LaCroix to Ralph & Barbara Gillett
of Sandgate, Vt
Ralph & Barbara Gillette to Mary & Philip Monahan
of New Hope, PA
Karin Brocksbank to Nancy & Wayne Cotiaux
of Centereach, NY
Thomas & Nancy Bachiochi to Patrick & Michelle Kennedy
of Laverock, PA
John & Norma Leavey to Marc & Debralyn Stempel
of Plainsboro, NJ
Thomas Fierravanti, Trustee to TF Mgt Co.
of San Jose, CA
Adam Repman & Erika Moseley to Conlin Russell & Martha Lugo
of Milford, CT
John & Katherine LeShane to Christopher & Adrienne Kimball
of Boston, MA
Roy & Eleanor McGowan to Ruth McGowan
of Smyrna, GA
Marian Cerretani to Marian Cerretani, Trustee
of Sandgate, VT
Walter Rich to Donald Coones & Karen Tendrup
of Stamford, VT
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Lee Caldwell to Cynthia Stromberg
of Harpswell, ME

Cynthia Stromberg to Ellen Garneau
of Manchester, VT

Kevin & Lorrie Snow to Kevin Snow
of Bennington, VT

Norman Derosier, Jr. to Andrew & Gretchen VanScholck
of Albany, NY

GREEN MOUNTAIN PASSPORT

Green Mountain Passport is a discount program for seniors and
veterans with disabilities provided for by Vermont Agency of Human
Services. The Passport Program began in 1973 by enactment of the General
Assembly.

Holders are eligible for reduced prices on goods and services from
hundreds of Vermont’s private businesses and for free admission to
Vermont state parks, museums, and events which are fully State sponsored.

To be eligible for a passport, a person must be:

A resident of Vermont and

-62 years of age or more or

-Totally disabled as a result of disease
or injury suffered while serving in
the armed forces or

-A resident of the Vermont Veterans
Home in Bennington.

To receive a Green Mountain Passport, just fill out an application
at your Town Clerk’s Office and pay a $2.00 fee.

Ann B. Wuerslin, Sandgate Town Clerk
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TREASURER’S REPORT
Cash Receipts & Disbursements-General Fund
July 1, 2002 through June 30, 2003

Balance in Bank 7/1/02..........oocovoevimnieiiceececeeeee e
Receipts:
Current TaXeS.....coeevveveeeivieeeierriereereree e 783,581
Delinquent Taxes.........cccccevververvecrenreenrennene. 44,717
Interest on Delinquent Taxes........................ 2,005
Penalties on Delinquent Taxes...................... 3,615
Dog Licenses.......ccceevevmreeeeceeereeierereerene 704
Building Permits...........ccocvveveerieeenrecrireennen, 760
Health Permits .........ccocoovoeecrroreerinrenerennnne. 700
Zoning Permits............ccoereveiieriieierreerenns 1,040
Town Clerk Fees ......ooovvveirvveericiinicrieeeeen. 5,796
Interest Earned ............ccocoeneviieiiiiinninenee. 4222
Copier Use Fee.....ocoeeerriiiiinrecrenrinencecennan, 18
Sheriff Traffic Fines .......c.cccoeieieeeennnnnn, 78
Hold Harmless Monies ............cocoveeveeennnn... 7,904
Rabies Clinic ......cccevveeeeeeeineiiccnr e, 252
Animal Control ..........cceecvearerienvercereceeee, 301
Dry Hydrant Grant ..........cccccceevievceennrrnnnnnn. 500
Miscellaneous Revenues (Town Hall Rent,
Kimball Signs, etc.). .....ccceeevvecrvevrrrnnnnn, 5,156
Total Receipts ......ccccvvevivereceiiciiiiiieceens cervieenn,
TOTAL FUNDS AVAILABLE.............cooevt v
Property Tax Allocation:
Highway Property Tax Share....................... 146,362
School Tax Share .........cccevveeeevceeeeeeeeaee, 553,569
Town Share — Act 60 School Tax ................ 74,573
Total Transfers.......ccocovrevveerininvencieneneecies sreereeeeenne.
TOTAL FUNDS AVAILABLE .........cceecvet covvvinnen.
Disbursements:
State Treasurer—dog licenses ..................... 92
Tax Collector fees .........cooeeeeereeveveeeecnernanee 3,890
Town Clerk salary .........cccevcvvverenrieneniennens 6,500
Town Clerk fees ..o, 5,255
Town Treasurer’s salary............ccccoecueennn.e. 7,392
Chair-Selectmen salary ...........ccccoocverecnnnnen. 1,550

30

$ 149,287

$ 861,349

$ 1,010,636 .

$ 774,504

$236,132
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Constable salary .........
Auditors’ salary ...........

Listers’ salary & expenses .........c..ccccoeveenens
Miscellaneous — Mileage ............ccccceneneen.

Road Liaison salary ....
Septic permits .............

Zoning Administrator salary ........................
Zoning Administrator expenses....................

Health Officer salary ...

Health Officer expenses ........ccccccocvmvennen.
Property Reappraisal expense .....................

Payroll Taxes (FICA) .
Medicare payroll tax ...
Selectmen meetings ....
Town Report expense .
Legal/professional fees
RC Smith Audit ..........
Miscellaneous..............
Insurance & Bonding ..
Cemetery Grant ...........
BCA meetings ............
County Tax ...............

Fire Protection (dry hydrant) .......................

Town Hall Utilities .....
Office Supplies ...........

Computer Software/Supplies .......................
Town Hall Maintenance ................c.cou.......

Postage .......ccccoceeiinnnes

Office Equipment Maintenance ...................

Tax Stabilization Fund
Solid Waste/Recycling

Solid Waste Implementation .......................
ZBA Planning/Zoning Expenses .................

Rabies Clinic ..............
BCRC ...

BROC ...
RSVP e

Arlington Recreation Park ..........................

SW VT Area on Aging

Arlington Nursing Service ............covun........
VT Center for Independent Living ..............
Arlington Area Childcare ............................
Town Hall Building Fund ...........................

Training Town Officers
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697
1,478
99
600
100
1,500
426
935
291
245
2,053
480
1,416
1,356
1,197
6,500
14
1,692
1,800
1,812
3,606
1,255
4,510
1,370
1,872
1,417
651
555
48,422
2,143

78
210
998
617
229
137
500

2,240
600
1,100

95

400
1,094
549
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Arlington Rescue Squad .........ccocooevrnenne... 3,500

Geo. D. Aiken Resource Center .................. 50
Martha Canfield Library ........cccccoveerenneee. 1,000
Court Diversion Program .............. eeeerrernne 400
Bennington County Conservation ................ 250
Burdett Commons ..........cccoceeeveeimrvecceennnn, 300
Arlington Community House ...................... 250
L. Wuerslin Scholarship .......ccccceveevenenninn. 1,735
Town Holiday Party .........ccceeveeviicciacrenas 99
Fire Protection—Arlington Fire Dept. ........... 11,137
Schoothouse Fund ..........ccccoceeveeieiennenenee. 1
TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS............. covevevivennen. $ 143,633
Balance to ACCOUNt FOT........oooi oo eeeeeeeceeees veveerrereneess $ 92,499
Accounted For As Follows:
General Fund Checking Account ................. 136
Money Market—Factory Point ...................... 73,028
Petty CashOn Hand ............cccveenviinnnnnn. 25
Town Hall Building Fund ...................... - 2,352
Emergency Management Fund..................... 1,159
Zoning/Planning Grant ..............cccovervrennenne 935
Property Reappraisal Fund .......................... 10,880
L. Wuerslin Scholarship CD ....................... 3,019
L. Wuerslin Scholarship Savings ................. 766
Holiday Party Fund ..........cooeeeierrne, 199
$ 92,499
TOTAL ALL BALANCES.........ccoooirreeieieceens e $ 92,499
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