
 

September 15, 2025 
 

Pa
ge

1 

SANDGATE VERMONT SELECTBOARD MINUTES - SEPTEMBER 15, 2025 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 6:12 p.m. 
 
ATTENDANCE: Board members: Joe Nolan, Linda Schmidt, Rob Viglas. Also present: Lewis Hebert 
(Advanced Water Works), Jim Henderson, Sheila Kearns, Bill Mitchell, Phyllis Skidmore, Jeanne 
Zoppel, Richard Zoppel. 
 
WATER TESTING AT TOWN HALL, TOWN GARAGE, CHURCH: Lewis Hebert of Advanced Water 
Works discusses results of the recent water tests. The water at Town Hall again tested positive 
for e. coli, coliform, lead, and arsenic. Water at the Town Garage contains e. coli and coliform. 
Water at the church contains coliform; the church is the easiest of the three locations to remedy. 
Lewis recommends treatment systems for all three buildings. Phyllis Skidmore mentions the work 
being planned for the church, which should make it easier to address water quality there. There 
is a discussion of shocking the well at Town Hall, which would address bacteria in the short term 
but might not work long-term and would not address lead contamination. Joe Nolan asks what 
the fee is for retesting the water once it is shocked, and Lewis responds $90. Richard Zoppel says 
old pipes in Town Hall are probably a source of lead. Bill Mitchell suggests replacing the pipes to 
see if lead levels are reduced. Lewis describes a two-stage lead test that can determine if lead is 
coming from pipes or elsewhere. Joe says the well should be shocked, then the dual lead tests 
should be conducted. Joe will contact a well driller to schedule well-shocking. Linda Schmidt asks 
about payment for these services; Jim Henderson says the Municipal Technical Assistance 
Program (MTAP) will pay for shocking and testing but not for replacing pipes or installing a 
filtration system. Linda asks about replacement of the failed expansion tank, which was pointed 
out after last year’s water testing; Joe has already contacted John Bushee about this. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS: Linda says Sandy has again stated the need for more record-storage space in 
the vault. Sheila Kearns has found a potential solution and shared information with Linda and 
Sandy. Linda says the new bridge-mounted dry hydrant has been installed on Southeast Corners 
Road. The installation could not be tested by the fire department because the river is too low, 
but once this test is conducted, the Town will receive 75% reimbursement of the $6,150 
installation cost through a grant from the Rural Water Supply Program. Richard thanks the Road 
Crew for rebuilding the dry hydrant at the corner of West Sandgate Road and Tate Hill Road. 
Linda will ask the Arlington Fire Department if that hydrant has been tested. Linda left a message 
last week for Daniel Harvey, the Arlington Health Officer, to ask if he would consider also serving 
as Health Officer for Sandgate, but she has not heard back. Richard says he has heard recently 
about towns digitizing records then destroying the paper originals. He says paper records should 
not be destroyed. 
 



 

September 15, 2025 
 

Pa
ge

2 

LISTER ERRORS AND OMISSIONS: Phyllis was contacted by the LBJ Hunting Club, whose property 
was inadvertently listed as inactive. Phyllis presents the error/omission form to the Board for 
signatures, and a tax bill will be issued. 
 
CITIZEN CONCERNS: Bill says the State has just raised its drought-emergency level. Sheila says 
the note about burning on the Town website specifies April and May and should be updated. 
Sheila asks about creation of a request for proposal (RFP) for a professional audit of Town 
finances. She has shared with the other Auditors an RFP from Arlington; that will be used as a 
basis for a Sandgate RFP that will be submitted to the Board. 
 
ROAD REPORT: Joe says the Road Crew has been working on West Road. They would like to 
address washboarding throughout Town but cannot grade until it rains. The new Town plow truck 
arrived this week and has been sent to Maine for installation of the plow, box, and wing. 
 
REVIEW OF SEPTEMBER 1 MINUTES: Linda says the minutes need one correction: The recently 
purchased Town plow truck is new not used. A revised version of the minutes will be brought to 
the next meeting for approval. 
 
ADJOURN: Rob Viglas motions to adjourn; Linda seconds; all in favor. Meeting adjourned at 
6:54. 
 
THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE ON MONDAY OCTOBER 6 AT 6:00 IN SANDGATE TOWN HALL. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Linda Schmidt. 
 
A complete recording is available by request at Sandgate Town Hall. 
 
 
 
 


